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Study  12.  

Hosea   14. 

God’s   Final   Promise.

Purpose: 

To commit ourselves to the Lord wholeheartedly 

because He is trust​worthy.

"Sure, I’ll be there.” 

"Count on me to help.” 

"You can borrow my car anytime.” 

The words mean nothing 

if the promiser doesn’t produce. 

We’d rather hear no promise at all 

than be a victim of a broken promise.

Think of someone who unfailingly keeps his or her promises. 

How is the person regarded by others? 

How does dependability show up in other aspects of the person’s life?

Do you have trouble keeping promises? 

Why (or why not)?

In the final chapter of any book, 

we expect the author to tie up loose ends 

and reprise the book’s main themes. 

The prophet Hosea does not disappoint us. 

Read Hosea 14.

1.
How does the mood of this passage differ from the other passages of Hosea 

you read during this study’?

	Question 1. 

After thirteen chapters of alternating judgment and mercy, 

                the prophecy of Hosea ends with a lavish vision of a great future 

                 where God and Israel are completely reconciled. 

There is a finality about Hosea’s vision, 

                   as though nothing could ever spoil it again.


2.
The Lord urged Israel to "take words with you and return to the LORD" 

(v. 2). 

Express in your own words what God longed to hear Israel say 

(vv. 2-3).

3. 
Sometimes sincere repentance from the heart 

is the most difficult offering to make to God. 

What substitutes do you sometimes bring to the Lord 

in the place of honest words of repentance?

	Question 3. 

Some possibilities: 

                good deeds, busyness in Christian service, 

                per​fect attendance at worship or Bible study, respectable appearance, 

                money, time.


4.
What does the Lord commit himself to do for Israel (vv. 4-8)?

	Questions 4-5. 

As we have seen throughout Hosea, 

                this passage is full of rich images.. 

Here they practically burst with healthy, flourishing life. 

All these vi​sions of prosperity and security are the results of God’s care 

                rather than the fruit of Israel’s own efforts.


5.
How would you characterize the future that God promises for his people 

(vv. 4-8)?

6.
How have you experienced  "rooting"  and "flourishing” 

under God’s faithful care?

7.
What conditions must Israel meet 

in order to be part of this future with the Lord 

(see especially vv. 1-3, 9)?

	Questions 7-8. 

God’s lavish promises are not meant to excuse sin. 

He still wants Israel to repent of their idolatry 

                and worship him alone. 

Because he is just, 

                He cannot ignore sin. 

Because he is merciful, 

                He will forgive Israel when they turn back to him.


8.
Why wouldn't the Lord just say, 

"Don’t worry about your idol wor​ship: we'll overlook that”?

9.
How have your ideas about God been changed by your study of Hosea?

10.
How have your ideas about God been confirmed by your study of Hosea?

11.
With what "words" do you need to "return to the Lord" now?

Study some of the promises of God in both the Old Testament and New Testament. Note the promises that God has kept for you, 

and offer him praise for his faithfulness.

Take to heart any promises of God 

that you especially need right now. 

Memorize them and write them 

where you will see them regu​larly 

(Carefully read the context of the Scripture passage to be sure 

 that the promise applies to all believers 

 and is not specific for one per​son or one group for one time.)

